NEW YORK HIGHER EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTER FOR SYSTEMS CHANGE
Task Force on Quality Inclusive Schooling 



Mid-State Regional Meeting MINUTES and UPDATE
Syracuse University

November 30, 2010
3 - 4:30pm
Attending members
Bryan Duff, Wells College

Tom Bull, Regional Field Facilitator for S3TAIR Project
Kim Wieczorek, Cazenovia College

Patrice Hallock and Lois Fisch, Utica College (by phone)
Topic 1: Inclusion Symposium (April 8, 2011, Auburn, NY)  
Discussed ways to promote attendance by preservice teachers.  
The venue for the April 8 symposium can comfortably hold about 150 people. We want to reserve about half these spots (75) for preservice teachers.  Further, we’d like to frame the symposium as a special opportunity/privilege for “advanced” students (i.e., undergraduate seniors and graduate students), with a limited number of spots available for students from each regional college/university (IHE).  We’d like to put the cap at 10 preservice teachers per IHE.
Next Steps: Bryan and Kim will contact IHE members by email and phone to find one per school who agrees to be “point person” for the Symposium—the person who will promote it to advanced students and will take sign-ups on a first-come, first-served basis.  Bryan and Kim will send the point person a flyer/ registration form once they have arranged keynote(s) and at least a few breakout sessions (anticipated January 30).
Solicited topics for breakout sessions believed to be most germane to everyday concerns of inclusion-minded teachers, along with possible presenters.
Co-teaching: Stephen Polera (math teacher at Proctor High School in Utica, also a grad student at UC)
Differentiated instruction: Patrice Hallock (Utica College)
Addressing challenging behaviors: Carlo Cuccaro (Fulton City Schools)
Other possible presenters: 

· 6th- and 7th-grade teams from Sandy Creek

· Jessi Felice from Port Byron to discuss this year’s experience integrating former BOCES special-needs students into general education classrooms at the elementary school
Next Steps: Kim and Bryan will issue (via email) one additional call-for-suggestions to the listserve regarding breakout topics and presenters for the Symposium.  The nomination process will close on Dec. 20.  Upon returning from winter holiday in early January, Kim and Bryan will enlist the help of Taskforce members in contacting potential presenters.

Discussed likely amount of stipend for each breakout presenter at the Symposium.



Bryan and Kim estimated $150 per presenter.

Topic 2: Mini-grants to encourage preservice teacher visits to (and reflections on) inclusive S3TAIR-validated schools

Discussed viability/attractiveness of these grants to preservice teachers.  
Lois and Patrice believe that, if the amount of the grant is adequate (i.e., not just covering transportation expenses), then the opportunity will be appealing to some UC students.  Bryan and Kim believe the same is true of Wells and Cazenovia students, respectively.

Discussed the form of the mini-grant application.

Keep it simple, include names and locations of regional inclusive S3TAIR schools to make it easy for students to find nearest one (possibly include a map with IHEs and S3TAIR schools), send both paper and electronic copies to one point person at each member IHE.
Next Steps: Between now and mid-December, Bryan and Kim will contact IHE members by email and phone to find one per school who agrees to serve as “point person” for the mini-grants—the person who will spread the word (and the applications) to colleagues and students.  By January 5, 2011, Bryan and Kim will create an application form for the preservice mini-grants and will email it to these point people.
Between now and mid-December, Tom will contact the four regional S3TAIR schools—Salem Hyde, Sandy Creek, Fulton, and Port Byron—to briefly describe the preservice mini-grants and their purpose and to request the schools’ cooperation in accommodating occasional student observers in February and March 2011.
Topic 3: Mini-grants to support visits by teachers in regional high-needs schools to effective inclusive schools and/or classrooms

 
Tom Bull noted that Salem Hyde Elementary (Syracuse), which just received S3TAIR money but will not have a replication school, might be a perfect host for teachers in reasonable proximity.  That is, he suggested that one of Salem Hyde’s responsibilities as a S3TAIR model school might be to accommodate a certain number of these visits.
Next Steps: Between now and January 7, 2011, Tom will contact Salem Hyde (perhaps as part of the same conversation in which he will ask about potential visits by preservice teachers) to assess the school’s openness to visits by grant recipients during February-April 2011.

Kim and Bryan will solicit recommendations of other, non-S3TAIR inclusive schools or classrooms that would provide strong models to be observed by grant recipients.  They probably will do so as part of the same email in which they solicit suggestions for Symposium topics and presenters.)
Topic 4: New NYS SWD 7-12 Generalist certification structure 
Bryan expressed concern about the new certification structure and its possible effect on dual certification in a content area and special education.  As he understands the new structure, a student who (for example) wants to earn dual certification in secondary mathematics and special education will be required to get the new SWD Generalist certificate.  This certificate requires a 24-credit multi-subject content core (6 hours each of science, math, ELA, and social studies).  While the Gen Ed requirements of some IHEs will take care of this requirement with little or no difficulty, that won’t be the case everywhere.  For aspiring secondary teachers at colleges with less prescriptive Gen Ed, fitting the multi-subject core into their schedules might be so difficult that it discourages them from pursuing dual certification. 
Lois indicated that a liberal studies major at Utica College might enable relatively easy completion of the 24-credit multi-subject content core for the new SWD 7-12 Generalist certificate.

